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The Nevada Cemetery is an abandoned small cemetery in Nevada Township in 
Livingston County. It is located north of Odell and west of Dwight. The cemetery is in 
the southeast corner of Section 8 in Nevada Township with a legal description of 30N 
and 06E. 


The south one half of Section 8 was purchased from the Federal Government on March 1, 
1855, by Henry James. Nevada Township was formed on November 3, 1857. In 1857, the 
area now known as the State of Nevada was in the national news. It became the Territory 
of Nevada in 1861 and a State in 1864. 


According to the 1878 Livingston County history book, the first settler in Nevada 
Township was James Funk in 1848. 


In 1869, the western division of the Chicago & Alton Railroad laid its tracks in an east- 
west direction through the center of Section 8 of Nevada Township. In 1870, the village 
of Nevada was laid out and platted for William Shephard of Jersey County, Illinois. A 
grain elevator was built along the railroad tracks in the village of Nevada. In 1870, the 
new village of Nevada was issued a Post Office designation by the U.S. Government. 


The early settlers of the village of Nevada likely decided they needed to have a cemetery 
near their new village. A site was chosen about a quarter-mile south of the village for the 
cemetery. 


Three of the oldest burials in the Nevada Cemetery are described in the 1956 Honor Roll 
book. This book identified all the veterans who were buried in all of the Livingston 
County cemeteries. Lyman J. Moore was a Private in Co. C 88th Illinois Infantry in the 
Civil War and died January 28, 1869. Mr. S. E. Finch was a veteran in the Mexican War 
and he died on January 16, 1871. The third veteran mentioned was Joseph Curtis, who 
was a Private in the Civil War and died on March 31, 1887. 


By 1878, Nevada was a thriving little village with more than 200 inhabitants. The village 
had a Post Office, a general store, a blacksmith shop, and a boarding house. Mr. E. D. 
Brown was an attorney, J. A. Cavanaugh was a grain dealer, and Mr. B. B. Dow ran a 
general merchandise store. 


The 1893 Atlas of Livingston County has a map of Nevada Township and a plat for the 
village of Nevada. On the township map, a cemetery is shown in the southeast corner of 
Section 8. The map of the village shows several streets and houses. A Mr. P. Moran 
owned the land north of the railroad tracks, which included the north part of the village of 


Nevada. Mr. W. W. Wassom owned the land south of the tracks including where the 
Nevada Cemetery was located. 


A 1910 postcard shows a busy Main Street in the village of Nevada including a horse 
drawn wagon. 


The 1911 Atlas of Livingston County has the same basic maps of Nevada Township and 
the village of Nevada including the cemetery. 


The village of Nevada likely began to disappear because in 1920, it lost its Post Office. 


Several local newspapers have obituaries with burials in the Nevada Cemetery. These 
newspapers include the Dwight Star & Herald, the Streator Times, the Pantagraph, and 
the Daily Leader. About a dozen burials are published in obituaries between 1897 and 
1946. If the last burial was in 1946, it has been almost 80 years since someone was buried 
in the Nevada Cemetery. 


The website FindAGrave.com lists the names of 26 people buried in Nevada Cemetery. 
Mary Erikson and several volunteers read all the information on old grave stones in 
Livingston County and published a two-volume set of books with this information. In 
May of 1985, twelve of the gravestones were still legible. It is likely many more people 
are buried in Nevada Cemetery in unmarked graves. 


By 1980, the Nevada Cemetery had become overgrown with weeds, shrubs, and trees. 
According to an article published in the November 10, 1980, Streator Times newspaper, 
Dwight Boy Scout Troop 77 camped overnight in the Nevada Cemetery. The next day 
they cleared the abandoned cemetery of weeds, shrubs, and trees. 


In 1989, a book titled Prairie Pioneers: Ecology, History and Culture: Proceedings of 
the Eleventh North American Prairie Conference was published by Thomas B. Bragg 
and James L. Stubbendieck. 


At this conference, a paper was presented about abandoned cemeteries in Illinois which 
still had native plants growing on them. In Livingston County, the Weston Cemetery and 
the Nevada Cemetery were studied. In both of these cemeteries, many plants native to 
Illinois were still growing in them in 1989. The researchers observed the soil at the 
Nevada Cemetery had only been lightly plowed in its early years. The oldest legible 
gravestone they saw dated from a burial in the 1880s. 


The Weston Cemetery is 3.5 acres of high-quality prairie. It is owned by Yates Township 
and managed by the ParkLands Foundation. Many people visit this small old cemetery to 
get a view of what the original prairie looked like to the first white settlers in this area. 


The Nevada Cemetery has a history similar to the Avoca Cemetery north of Fairbury. At 
one time, Avoca was a thriving town with houses, businesses, a cemetery, and a Post 
Office. When the railroad came through in 1857, the town of Fairbury was formed and 


Avoca quickly became a ghost town. The Avoca Cemetery is well maintained and is the 
only remnant of the Village of Avoca. 


